2011 Builder and Associate of the Year Award Winners Announced

Each year, the Building Industry Association of Okaloosa-Walton Counties, Inc. (BIA) chooses recipients of the prestigious Builder and Associate of the Year award.  The entire BIA nominates candidates, and then these candidates are voted on by the Board of Directors.  The 2011 Builder and Associate of the Year were chosen at the BIA’s annual Board Installation Dinner on December 8.
The 2011 Associate of the Year was Kevin Reeves with A-Team Kitchen and Bath.  Kevin is not only a member of the Executive Committee of our Board of Directors, but is also the Chair of our Community Affairs Committee.  Kevin generously donates both time and money to better our community.  He was in charge of the Paxton family addition, AMI Kids – Paint Your Heart Out Day, Lovejoy Community Project, and more.  Previous winners of this award were Terry Hymel of Bluewater Central Vacuum, June Weeks of Weeks Engineering, and Jim Snider of Gulf Power.

The 2011 Builder of the Year was Jeremy Stewart of Jeremy Stewart Construction.  This is Jeremy’s second consecutive Builder of the Year Award.  Jeremy was not only the 2011 President, but will also serve as the President of the BIA for 2012.  Jeremy has been instrumental in the success of events such as the Mike Josey Memorial Poker Run and the Parade of Homes.  Jeremy joined the BIA Board of Directors in 2008 and has been a strong leader ever since.  Past winners of this award were Terry Jones with Compass Builders, Jeri Toolan with Tew Construction, and Steve Dixon with Dixon Kazek Construction.
Also, at our Board Installation dinner, the 2012 Board of Directors were announced.  The 2012 Executive Committee is; Jeremy Stewart of Jeremy Stewart Construction – President, Eric Babin of Babin Custom Builders – 1st Vice President, Bobby Fisher of Arthur Rutenberg Homes – Treasurer, Terry Hymel of Bluewater Central Vacuum – 2nd Vice President,  Joe Pelter of First Federal Bank of Florida – Immediate Past 2nd Vice President, Kevin Reeves of A-Team Kitchen and Bath – Secretary, Felix Beukenkamp of Beukenkamp Building Group – Life State Director, and Terry Jones of Compass Builders – Immediate Past President.  There are also 4 Presidential Appointments on the Executive Committee; Debbie Moore of Okaloosa Gas, Margaret Marusich of Carr, Riggs, and Ingram, Jim Snider of Gulf Power Company, and Betty Sims of CHELCO.

The other members who make up the Board of Directors are; State Builders: Thomas Watkins of Watree Construction, Rick Goff of KGII Development, Jeri Toolan of Tew Construction, Tracy Acree of Tracy Acree Construction, Jeremy Whitehead of Southern Paradise Homes, and Chris Taylor of  CM Taylor Contracting.  State Associates: Carmela Bell of ResortQuest Real Estate, Tod Webster of Accurate Painting, Garrett Floyd of Niceville Insurance, and June Weeks of Weeks Engineering.  Alternate Associates: Mike Crew of Crew & Crew, P.A., Scott Wagner of Emerald Coast Building Materials, Ken Wright of Platinum Real Estate, and Megan MacDonnell of Whitworth Builders.  Local Director: Greg Goodwin of Greg Goodwin Construction.
