
2010 APEX General Rules and Instructions 
 

GENERAL RULES & INSTRUCTIONS 
Entry is open to all members of The Building Industry Association of 

Okaloosa & Walton Counties, Inc. as well as the general public.  There is no limit on 
the number of entries which may be submitted by any one firm or individual, but 
each different project must be entered separately.  A group of members, all of whom 
worked on the same project, may get together to enter that project (for example, a 
lighting company, a cabinetmaker and a flooring company or tile company may 
enter together under the “Kitchen” or “Bath” category), however only one trophy 
will be awarded should that project be honored with an APEX.  Additional trophies 
may be purchased by other entered winning companies or individuals at cost, 
following the presentation.  These individual companies have the option of entering 
separately under specific categories, in which case, each may be eligible for a trophy 
in his or her area of expertise.     

All entries must be accompanied by payment of the entry fees.  Incomplete 
entries may be disqualified.  The APEX Awards committee and, in some cases, the 
judges may: 1) Place an entry into a different category for judging, 2) Subdivide 
categories if there is a large number of entries which vary greatly in content, 3) 
Present no award in any given category, 4) Present more than one award in a 
category.  All decisions of the Committee and/or Judges are final. 

For 2010, our goal is for the APEX Awards to go green!    We are requiring all 
entries to be submitted on a CD or DVD.  The BIA retains the right to publish 
photos, plans or other materials in connection with publicity for the APEX Awards. 
All materials submitted become the property of the BIA.   

The deadline for submission of entries is Friday, September 3rd at 12:00pm.  
Completed packages (CDs, DVDs and paperwork) must be at the BIA office at 1980 
Lewis Turner Boulevard in Fort Walton Beach by that time. 

Winners will be announced and engraved awards presented at the awards 
ceremony on October 14, 2010.  Time and location will be announced.  There will be 
no prior notification of winners.  In addition to the trophy, winners will receive the 
benefit of publicity generated by the APEX Awards and will have the right to use 
the phrase “2010 APEX Award Winner” and the APEX symbol in their advertising.  
There will be no “second place”, honorable mention or merit awards made. 

In all cases, entrants are responsible for the accuracy of their entries.  The 
individual signing the entry certifies that he or she has the authority to represent 
the entering firm or entity. 



 
SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS 

 This year, we are requiring all entries to be submitted on a CD or DVD.  Just 
one copy is required.  Emails with applications and/or entry material will not be 
accepted.  Entries may be mailed (in time to reach the BIA office on Sept. 3rd) or 
dropped off at the office. 

IMPORTANT: Do not show the name of the entrant or the entering firm 
anywhere in your entry materials except on the official entry form and the 
exterior of the CD or DVD.  Each entry will be assigned a number for judging 
purposes.  The only exception made to the identification rule is the Marketing 
Category, where marketing materials are part of the entry package.  Any questions 
regarding this rule should be addressed to BIA staff and must be resolved before the 
entry deadline. 

Entered projects must have been completed August 2009 – August 
2010.  Entrants are required to place their entry on a CD or DVD.  This will ensure 
that the judges will see all the materials and will lessen the chance that something 
may be lost or overlooked.  While entrants are not specifically graded on the 
appearance of their entry, be aware that your presentation can make a positive or 
negative impact upon the judges.   

In the case of entries requiring a statement, that statement may not exceed 
400 typewritten words.  It is intended to give the entrant an opportunity to explain 
why the entered project is worthy of an APEX Award.  The content of the statement 
is at the discretion of the entrant, but generally should include the goals defined at 
the outset of the project, the project’s unique features, any unusual constraints, how 
specific problems were solved and how the entrant’s knowledge, talent, and 
expertise enhanced the outcome of the project.  Whenever possible, include specific 
and documented information. 
 
INFORMATION FOR PRESENTATIONS  

If your floor plans are copyrighted and you do not wish to include them, be 
aware that their absence may count against you in the judging, if the judges are 
unable to review that particular aspect of your entry.  If you do wish to include floor 
plans, but want to limit their exposure to the judges, please put “NOT FOR 
PUBLICATION” prominently on the plans.  Please be sure that you name or your 
company’s name, logo or other identifying information is removed or concealed on 
the plans. 

A maximum of 12 photos will be accepted with any individual entry.  There is 
no minimum requirement, but be aware that these photos constitute a great deal of 



the information the judges will have available on which to base their decision.  
Photos are to be placed on the entry CD or DVD.   
 
ENTRY FEES 
 The fee for the first entry from any BIA Member company or individual 
member is $200 and each subsequent entry from the same company or individual is 
$125.   The fee for the first entry from any non-BIA member company or individual 
member is $300 and each subsequent entry from the same company or individual is 
$225.  There is no limit on the number of entries.  The fee must be paid by the entry 
deadline or the entry will not be considered complete and will be disqualified.  Fees 
cannot be refunded once the entry is accepted.  Checks should be made payable to 
The Building Industry Association or BIA.   
 
JUDGING 
 Judging will take place within a week after the submission deadline.  This 
allows time for the winners’ names to be engraved on the trophies, prior to their 
announcement and presentation on October 14.  Again, the results of the judging 
will not be announced prior to the presentation. 
 The panel of judges will be made up of professionals whose areas of expertise 
will cover technical, practical, and aesthetic considerations.  Their decisions will be 
based entirely on the content of submitted entries.  No on-site visits will be made.  
Judges are instructed to consider entries in the context of the achievement of 
excellence as opposed to entries within a category being considered in competition 
with one another.  Judges are instructed to consider creativity, innovation and 
talent in reaching stated goals.  Again, judges may request entries to be disqualified 
if they are not complete.  Judges may elect to make no awards within any category 
or to make more than one award.  All decisions of the judges are final. 
 
QUESTIONS? 
 Any questions regarding any aspect of the APEX Awards, should be referred 
to Jennifer Fleming at the BIA office at 850-863-5107, for possible resolution by the 
APEX Awards committee or the judges, when appropriate.  All decisions of the 
committee and/or judges are final. 





BIA

FILL OUT AND FAX TO 850-864-2037
Company:_______________________ Phone:______________

Email Address: ________________________________________
Categories for which you want to receive entry packages:
__________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

1. Kitchen

2. Bath

3. Special Purpose Room (this could be a home theater, great room,

library, study, laundry room or other)

4. Home Design Elements (this refers to specific elements of the

home such as brickwork, windows, pillars, molding, etc.)

5. Interior Design

6. Outdoor Living/Landscaping

7. Architecture

8. Remodeling (category is further broken down into room additions,

whole house, etc. Includes commercial and residential)

9. New Construction (Includes commercial and residential)

10. Energy Efficiency

11. Community Design (planning and execution of development)

12. Marketing (cd’s, brochures, commercials, web design, etc.)

The 2010
APEX Awards

Entry packages are now available. Requirements vary according to category. Member Entry fees are $200
for the first entry and $125 for subsequent entries from the same entities. Non-Member Entry Fees are $300
for the first entry and $225 for subsequent entries from the same entities. The deadline for entry is Friday,
September 3rd. Award recipients will be announced and presentation of trophies made at an event on
Thursday, October 14, 2010.

Call for Entries


